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Design. The basic form of glassware is round since it is shaped
by blowing it as a bubble. Beautiful rounded contour lines with
subtle curves are prized in articles made of glass. Interesting pro-
portions of spaces are important, too. For example, the relation
of the stem and the bowl of a glass should be noted. Long-
stemmed goblets express formality and elegance in their propor-
tions; short stems are informal and functional. For general use
short-stemmed goblets with wide tops or footed tumblers are good
choices. The base of a tall glass should be especially heavy to
keep it from upsetting. All glasses should be well balanced so
that it is easy to drink from them. The weight and size of a glass
affect the impression of delicacy or strength that it gives. Espe-
cially delightful in colorless crystal are large, plain, round salad
or fruit bowls accompanied by matching salad plates or fruit dishes.

Ornamentation. Glass articles of fine form and technical per-
fection need have no decoration, for the utmost in beauty is theirs.
The lower left-hand picture on page 336 illustrates this point.
When decoration is used it should be restrained and confined to a
structural contour such as lines on the stem of a glass as demon-
strated in the handsome ware in the lower right-hand picture on
page 336.

Molded or pressed ornamentation is a part of the inexpensive
molding process by which most glassware is made. Much of it is
too ornamental, and the convolutions are too deep.

Etched glass can be made by a costly plate etching process or
by the common inexpensive needle process. Anyone can etch
initials or patterns on glass by covering all but the pattern with
melted beeswax and applying hydrofluoric acid to the pattern.

Cut glass is made by holding the glass against a revolving wheel
made of abrasive stone. Simple restrained designs are now pro-
curable, replacing the elaborate allover patterns which were por-
merly used to conceal defects in the glass.

Engraved glass is cut with thin electrically driven copper wheels
of different sizes. Skilled artists are required for the work, and
only fine hand-blown crystal articles are engraved; therefore the
result is usually beautiful although costly.

Painted glass is made by applying paint and then baking the
glass. Iridescence,; lusters, enamels, and metal decorations also are
made in this way.